Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE POSS DUPE 

PAGE 01 LONDON 20377 161912Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-05 EB-07 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 
TRSE-00 /032W 

032339/15 

R 161820Z DEC 76 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8854 
INFO USMISSION OECD PARIS 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LONDON 20377 

E.0. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OECD, EAID, UK 

SUBJECT: OECD DEVELOPMENT CENTER PRESIDENT 

REF: STATE 302249 

1 . WE DISCUSSED LITTLE'S CANDIDACY WITH FINANCIAL RELA- 
TIONS DEPT. (FRD) OFFICIALS AT FCO DEC. 15. THEY RE- 
ASSURED US THAT UK IS STILL ACTIVELY SUPPORTING LITTLE 
EVEN THOUGH LITTLE IS BEGINNING TO SHOW SIGNS OF DIS- 
ILLUSIONMENT OVER DELAY. FRENCH ARE BLAMED BY FCO FOR 
DELAY AND UK IS MAKING STRONG REPRESENTATIONS AT QUAI 
AND IN OECD URGING THAT FRENCH EITHER NAME THEIR CANDI- 
DATE OR WITHDRAW SO MATTER CAN BE CONCLUDED EXPEDITIOUS- 
LY. FCO HOPE U.S. AND OTHERS WILL ALSO PUT PRESSURE ON 
FRENCH. 

2. ACCORDING TO FRD OFFICIALS, FRENCH AMBASSADOR TO 
OECD IS GREATLY EMBARRASSED BY HIS GOVERNMENT'S ACTIONS 
(OR LACK OF) BUT CLAIMS HE IS POWERLESS. IT SEEMS 
GISCARD, AMONG OTHERS. HAS A HAND IN THE PLOT. FRENCH 
PREFER A POLITICAL FIGURE FOR PRESIDENT RATHER THAN A 
PROFESSIONAL AS PREFERRED BY UK. FCO HAD HEARD FRENCH 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WERE THINKING OF CHEYSSON, BUT THEY HAVE HAD TO LOOK FOR 
ANOTHER CANDIDATE NOW THAT HE HAS BEEN REAFFIRMED AT EC. 

3. FCO OFFICIALS ENDED OUR DISCUSSION WITH PLEA THAT 
USG MAINTAIN ITS SUPPORT FOR LITTLE AND USE ITS INFLU- 
ENCE TO PRESS FOR EARLY RESOLUTION OF THIS ISSUE. 
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